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pill linked to breast cancer, study says Birth control pill linked to breast cancer, study says Reuters November 26, 2011 A new study of more than a half-million women in Britain has found a link between using the pill for birth control and the risk of developing breast cancer. The findings showed a greater than 40 percent increase in breast cancer risk for women who used the pill, compared with those
who used it rarely or not at all, a combination that includes condoms and the patch. The link was even stronger among women who had ever taken it, the researchers said. Other risk factors for the disease are age and a family history of breast cancer, but experts say it is never too late for women to start getting their birth control pills regularly, which can be a lifesaving step after a hysterectomy. “The
relationship between use of oral contraceptives and breast cancer is not strong, but it is important to be aware of the potential link because oral contraceptive use is common and long-term use is fairly common in the United Kingdom,” said Dr. Stephen Peters, a former colleague of the lead author and head of epidemiology at the Institute of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics at the Royal Marsden

Hospital in London. “If you were given a choice between the pill and the condom to prevent pregnancy, I would say the pill would be a preferable choice,” he said. “You will reduce your risk of breast cancer and 82157476af
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